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In the September/October 2003 issue, I devoted this
column to a discussion of donating property to the
department. I noted then that in a future issue I would

discuss conservation easements, which may be viewed as
an alternative to outright donation. Conservation ease-
ments first appeared in the United States in the late 1880s
and are legal agreements between landowners and land
trusts or government agencies that restrict the uses of the
land in order to protect its conservation value.

The Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks is imple-
menting a program to encourage people to donate conser-
vation easements. Currently the department manages
more than 80 conservation easements encompassing
approximately 5,000 acres. Land with high wildlife
habitat potential and land near existing department prop-
erties are priority, but certainly all lands deemed impor-
tant for conservation purposes will be considered. To
encourage the use of conservation easements, tax benefits
for the donation of conservation easements were written
into the Internal Revenue Code in the mid-1970s.
Although Kansas law does not
require that a conservation easement
be made in perpetuity, federal tax
breaks require perpetuity. In Kansas,
there are no state or local tax incen-
tives for donating conservation ease-
ments, as there are in other states.
However, conservation easements
lower property values which in turn
lower property taxes.

Land trusts are not-for-profit enti-
ties that hold easements for conserva-
tion purposes. Land trusts were first
organized in New England in the late
1800s, and today there are more than
1,400 nationwide. In addition to the
department, there are several private
land trusts in Kansas including the
Kansas Land Trust, the Sunflower
Land Trust, and the Kansas Livestock
Association’s Ranchland Trust. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is cur-
rently working on a conservation
easement initiative. And the U.S.

Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service has several programs in Kansas
involved with conservation easements. These are the
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP), the
Grassland Reserve Program (GRP), and the Wetlands
Reserve Program (WRP).  The FRPP provides matching
funds to entities purchasing conservation easements.
Through the GRP and WRP, permanent conservation
easements are held to protect and restore range and pas-
ture lands and wetlands, respectively.

Each land trust active in the state has an individual
approach to protecting the land but all have the same
basic intention of preserving the land and preventing
commercial development. RoxAnne Miller, Executive
Director of the Kansas Land Trust, said that having sev-
eral different organizations active in the state makes it
more likely that someone who wants to preserve their
land can find their niche. Similarly, Jim Michael, Chief
Executive Officer for the Sunflower Land Trust said,
“People need to know they can contact any of us (the

department or private land trusts)
and if our organization can’t meet
their needs, we’ll refer them to one of
the others.”  

Conservation easements may
appeal to those who want their land
to be preserved for ecological, his-
toric, cultural, recreational, or scenic
value, but still want to maintain own-
ership of the property. Preservation
of land under an easement is
intended to provide a significant
public benefit and can even provide
public access to the property.
Easements can be designed to accom-
modate nearly any wish or concern a
person may have about how they
want the land to be used. There is
much to be done in Kansas to pre-
serve our natural heritage. Please
contact the department or one of the
organizations listed at left for more
information about conservation ease-
ments.

by Mike Hayden

The Conservation
Easement Alternative

KDWP
Jim Hays, Land Acquisition Coordinator

(620) 672-5911 ext. 157

Kansas Land Trust
RoxAnne Miller, Executive Director

(785) 749-3297

Sunflower Land Trust
Jim Michael, Chief Executive Officer

(316) 775-1554

Kansas Livestock Association
Ranchland Trust

Mike Beam, Senior Vice President
(785) 273-5115

United States Fish and Wildlife Service
(Manhattan, KS office)

Damien Miller, Program Coordinator
(785) 539-3474 ext. 107

Natural Resources Conservation Service
(Salina, KS office)

Rod Egbarts, Soil Conservationist
(785) 823-4548
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Front Cover: A Columbine
graces a spring trail at Elk
City State Park. Mike Blair
filmed the flower with a
55mm lens, f/4@ 1/125th
sec. Back Cover: Mike Blair
filmed this raccoon in praire
grass with a 600mm lens,
f/8 @ 1/500th sec.

Things have changed since the old days. 
Back then, a year or two ago, I went through film like an SUV goes

through gasoline. Equipped with futuristic cameras and fast motor
drives, I loaded and reloaded, shot and shot, packed up mailers and
waited for weeks to see the results.  Great opportunity in difficult light?
I’d sweat for 10 days, hoping the mailed film wouldn’t be destroyed in a
carrier wreck (hey, I lost 40 rolls like that once); hope it wouldn’t be
scratched in some processing accident (not that uncommon); or hope it
wouldn’t simply be unusable due to shooting error. Fortunately, the vast
majority of the time, things worked out fine. But it was still hard to wait.

Film had its peculiarities. Speed, color, and expense had to be bal-
anced against expectations for the published images. The rule: pick a
good film and shoot lots of it, just to make sure. Hit the exposure dead-
on, or drop it in the trash can. There was little room for error, and con-
stant need for duplication.

But that was before digital. Now, in the world of amazing new tech-
nology, I shoot a picture and evaluate it instantly. At the touch of a
button on my Nikon D100, I can change film speed for a single shot, or
live with a missed exposure, knowing it can be salvaged through a
simple operation. My telephoto lenses are 50 percent longer when used
on the digital single lens reflex camera. Color rendition is superb. An
impressive array of corrections is instantly available. Unwanted pictures
are deleted immediately. Storage of single originals is safe and secure.

It’s been a year since I started shooting digital. Now, tiny memory
cards, external hard drives and a laptop computer take the place of film.
A powerful photo editing program develops images in minutes,
allowing picture control undreamed of just a short time ago. We’re
learning as we go, tuning the process so that camera image and maga-
zine picture look the same.

This 2004 photo issue marks the first all-digital edition of Kansas
Wildlife & Parks magazine. The Kansas outdoors remains the same, beau-
tiful and rich by God’s design. The way we record it has changed. We
hope you enjoy these images, and most of all, we encourage you to expe-
rience first-hand the wonderful natural resources Kansas offers. 

Mike Blair, photographer & 
associate editor
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e way we see is the same. How we record has

anged. Film, with its hard edges and

ngible images, was long the medium of

photo communication. But progress

changes everything. Now, light funnels

through lenses into cyberspace, and

images appear like genies from bottles.

We follow this new pathway, and

with growing confidence,

enter the digital age . . .
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The brilliant hues of a deep-
frozen sunrise leap to life in a
digital image.  Gone are wor-
ries that film might mute the
intense color of a winter
morning. 

I’m quickly learning that
color range and depth exceed
that of film, where predomi-
nant light or dark tones can
diminish the richness of
subtle colors registered by a
human eye.

Cattails hold their tawny
hues, and skin tones don’t
wash out in snow’s blinding
glare.

Barber County
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Kingman County

Pratt County
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This March pintail shot is one
of my all-time best. Due to a
difference in camera design,
lenses gain 50 percent in
length on a digital camera
body. My f/4 600mm becomes a
900mm, bringing this flock sub-
stantially closer. Detail and
color are superb.

Pratt County

Barber County
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Kiowa Clounty
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Too dark to shoot? Not any-
more. Before, bound by the limi-
tations of ISO 100  film, I’d pack
up and leave a forest clearing
by sundown.

Now, when a deer steps into the
opening at dusk, I simply dial
the ISO to a higher setting.
True, grain is still evident in the
shot; but as this image at ISO
1600 shows, it is not objection-
able. Best, adjustments are
frame-by-frame, without need
for changing and wasting film.

Linn  County
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Comanche County

Barber County
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Kiowa County

Riley County
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Barber County
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Pratt County
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Pratt County

Pratt County
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Comanche County
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Digital has limitations, especially when shooting action.
My Nikon D100 captures 6 million pixels of light in every
frame. Camera memory makes it possible to shoot four
quick pictures, but then the images must be “stored”
before shooting resumes. I missed a wonderful fly-by on
these tundra swans when the shutter paused for half a
minute to allow the digital images to process.

Stafford County

Comanche County
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Riley  County
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Barber  County

Kiowa County
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Pratt County

Barber County
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Pratt  County
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Highlights and shadows must be
averaged with film, often resulting in
loss of color and unsatisfactory
exposures.

Balance can be improved with digitals
by treating exposure elements sepa-
rately. On a laptop computer, I
dodged and burned this shot of the
Pillsbury Crossing falls to provide
good detail against severe backlight.

Pottawatomie County

Riley County
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Barber County

Pratt County
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Pratt County

Pratt County
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A digital shutter is qui-
eter than that of a
conventional camera.
This often allows sev-
eral extra shots before
alarming an animal, as it
did with a bobcat that
sneaked close while I
waited for deer. As
always, the cat was an
exciting daytime surprise.

Wallace County

Kingman County
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Allen County
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A glorious sun
bursts through
a thunderstorm
over the
Comanche
County praire.
Light reflecting
down the barrel
of a telephoto
lens caused a dis-
tracting flare in
the left-center of
the image. I used
processing soft-
ware to restore
the picture to
what I actually
saw — a breath-
taking image
that lasted only
moments and
begged sharing.
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Comanche County
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Pratt County
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Pratt County

Linn County
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Stafford County
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Pratt County

Stafford County
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Clark County

Sedgwick     County



33

Barber County
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Barber County

Pratt County
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I was two days late to
catch the absolute peak
of sumac’s brilliant
crimson near Mule Creek
in the Gypsum Hills.

Digital technology
allowed me to saturate
the color slightly,
recapturing what time
had taken away.

Barber County
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Woodson County
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Atchison County
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For landscapes and
scenics, a wide-angle
zoom lens on a digital
camera makes a compact
and ready system, easy to
carry in any situation.

I was bass fishing a pond
in late evening when the
wind calmed to permit a
stunning October reflec-
tion. The digital camera
permitted a special
memory of the gorgeous
pond — even though the
fish weren’t hungry.

Kingman County
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Doniphan County

Stafford County
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Pratt County
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Barber County
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Barber County

Linn County
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Pratt County

Butler County
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Images?

The digital age
will help us move
forward, cap-
turing the best
that Kansas has
to offer. But the
finest remain in
our minds and
hearts, snapshots
of outdoor expe-
rience in every season.

We at Kansas Wildlife &
Parks encourage you to
learn for yourself the
hidden treasures of our
state. May your year be
rich with discoveries.

We’ll do our best to help
point the way.

Barber County

Woodson County



Backlash

by Mike Miller
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Ican’t believe it’s been three years since my wife, Lisa,  and
I visited a litter of puppies, one of which was to become a
member of our family. It seems much longer when I count

the number of checks I’ve written for dog food.
Don’t get me wrong, I love my lab. He retrieves the news-

paper from the driveway each morning, as well as the few
birds I manage to knock down each fall. But I didn’t know
labs got this big.

“Let’s pick the biggest puppy,” Lisa said. “A big lab
would make a better watch dog.”

The litter was sired by a good friend’s dog, and I had
pick. Our first visit was when the pups were four weeks old.
One was a third bigger than the rest, and that’s the one Lisa
liked. Someone said that “Whiteout” would work to mark
your pup, so I painted a white stripe on the back of his head.

Three weeks later, I couldn’t find a Whiteout mark on
any of the pups, but it didn’t matter, one was a third bigger
than the others. He also seemed the most interested in me. I
put him on a blanket on the car seat beside me, and he slept
contentedly without a single whimper on the two-hour
drive home. Maybe he picked me.

In the next few days, we bonded, and I mean bonded. To
this day, if I stop abruptly while walking through the house,
a big back dog runs into the back of my knees. And there
hasn’t been one time I’ve walked out of the house since I
first brought him home that he hasn’t been sure he was
going with me. It doesn’t matter how many times I leave the
house without him, he’s always standing expectantly beside
me at the door, knowing  he’s going this time. You have to
like that attitude.

But he’s my best friend at feeding time. He likes to eat
three times a day – actually he’d every time I put food in his
dish, but I limit him to breakfast, lunch, and supper. Lisa
doesn’t always follow the rules. He knows  she’ll feed him
more if he stands by the dish with a forlorn look, and he
does it often. I had to put a moratorium on supplemental
feedings, but he’s still plenty big.

I guess we got what we wished for. He was the biggest
puppy and grew into his potential. Along the way, though,

I’ve learned some things that might help someone else who
thinks they want a big lab.

First, a big dog eats like a big dog. I started feeding a
quality food, thinking it would be healthier and more effi-
cient, you know, less to clean up later. I don’t know if it’s
either, but I do know it’s more expensive, especially when
you go through 30 pounds a month. I kind of hate to switch
to a less expensive food at this point because I don’t think
my veterinarian has his new house paid for yet.

And be careful about the games and habits you start
when your pup is little. One mistake I pay for now is
making a game of drying off. When the big dog was a
puppy, drying him off after a water training session was
fun. He’d groan and lean into me while I wrestled him with
a towel. He does the same thing now, and I usually have to
rest afterward. And think twice before letting your cute
puppy sit in your lap or sleep on the bed, unless you’re
willing to do the same 6 months and 75 pounds from now.

When you open a sliding screen door to let the big dog in
or out, be sure to open it all the way on the first try. If for
some reason, the door catches and only opens partway, the
big dog will still go through. And believe me, an aluminum-
frame screen door is no match for a big lab.

Other house pets will suffer, too. The big dog isn’t mean.
In fact, he likes the cat, and he shows his affection by putting
her entire head in his mouth – gently. The cat, by the way,
hates the big dog, and she especially hates it when he covers
her head with slobber. Unfortunately, she can’t do much
about it. The old Brittany has learned to stay clear of the big
dog but still gets bowled over from time to time, especially
when they vie for my attention.  

And finally, there is slobber – slimy, wet, drooling, saliva.
Big labs are slobber factories. He shows affection by leaning
against our legs, always swinging his head around, mouth
open. It’s been months since I’ve made it to work without a
big chalky-white slobber smear on my pant legs. 

Keep these tips in mind when you look at a litter of cute
puppies and consider youself warned. Be careful what you
wish for, it might eat you out of house and home.

He Was Big When
He Was Little
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